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CARITAS VIET NAM






`THE PATH TO LIGHT PROJECT

A PARTIAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS

OF POOR FAMILIES GOING SCHOOL

 
Part I: Project Summary
- Project Title: "The Path to Light"

- Project owners Rev. Vincent Vu Ngoc Dong, Director of Caritas Vietnam.

- Project Executive: Mr. Paul Le Phuoc Thien
- Project Purpose: To improve knowledge for poor students
- Objective of the project: 400 students will be supported for their school fees and other conditions necessary to go to school for a long time, even until college graduated.

- Target interventions: poor students in different areas in the country of Vietnam

- Procedure: in the first year for 400 students of first grade in 40 rural locations, then with the positive response and generous contribution from the community, the program will expand in number of students at the other poor local in the country.

- Initial budget: V.N.D.  576 million / year == ($27,428.57 USD)

- Contact:  Caritas Vietnam Office

Address: 319, National Road 13, 
Ward Hiep Binh Phuoc – District Thu Duc 
Ho Chi Minh City – Viet Nam

Email: caritasvietnamccsa@gmail.com
Phone: (84.8) 3 727 1904
Part II. Project Presentation
1. Status
To go to school is one of the basic children rights. The government was trying to open many schools of all kinds from the 1st level to the 3rd level all over the country, even in remote places; moreover, other kinds of school such as school of compulsory education, charitable education of social, religious organizations were being opened in many places. However it happens that the number of the children leaving half-way the school is growing year after year, particularly in the countryside, in the mountainous and in the highland areas. The reason of this abandon came generally from poverty. The parents weren’t able to bring up their children and provided them with schooling. According to the statistics of 2009 of the planning and investment ministry, the provinces having a high proportion of population from 5 to 18 dropping out of school include Binh Duong (30,8%), Bac Lieu (20,2%), An Giang (25,9% and Soc Trang (25,8%) (1) According to the statistics of the school year 2011-2012 in 12 provinces and cities: Lang Son, Quang Ninh,Thai Binh,Nam Dinh, Thanh Hoá, Binh Dinh, Quảng Ngai, Tay Ninh, 
Ba Rịa-Vung Tau, Soc Trang, Hau Giang, HCM city, the number of children dropping out of school in the 1st semester raised up approximately to 14.000, HCM city is the highest (2) - On the Website of the Ministry of Education and Training, in an article entitled “children leaving school soon”, we’d like to quote these remarks: “By taking reasonable measures on time, for example: dispensing, reducing the fee-paying schools, giving clothes, books, notebooks… to the pupils of poor families, we can stop thousands of pupils in the the Mekong delta from leaving half-way the school” (Kinh Hung - Chau Thanh) .  (*)Rf. “Secondary pupils leave school, concrete situation, reason and solution”, Nguyen Vinh Hien, vice minister of Education and Training, www.dongtrieu.edu.vn , 24/03/2008.- Rf. “A series of school boys and school girls left school: it needed to solve the problem from the “root” to the “top”, www.vietbao, 10/03/2008. 

To follow up with ethnic communities, improve people's knowledge, Caritas Vietnam opens a scholarship project entitled "The Path to Light".  It means to create a bright future for the children as they tread the road of life, help the children and loved ones to keep hope and trust in human kindness and to improve their living after they will have been qualified. 
The Path to Light is relying on the participation of people with enthusiasm, to help the children of very poor families in the community especially in rural areas, to have a chance to go to school and to monitor the longer-term learning.  

2. The purpose of the project: Partial financial support for children of the poorest families in school for a long time, starting from first grade. If during the studying time, family circumstances of students who do not earn significant changes, the program will continue to support these children until vocation successful. That explains reason why Caritas Vietnam wants to choose this direction: if a person get out of the illiterate -- there will be more chances to escape poverty and disease and live a life worthy of human dignity which the Creator has endowed people. 

2.1. Objective of the project: the students from the poorest families in the region (the village or province which has overseer personnel).
A. In the first phase of the program:

- Giving priority to students from very poor families in rural areas

- Students aged from 06 to 11 years (level one): 400 students

- Each division gathered at a local region maximum of 10 students (40 divisions).
B. In the future: The program hopes the assistance would be enlarged in number and in other areas year after year, but it depends on the positive response of the community.
2.2. Conditions for a student receiving the sponsorship:

- They must be students of poor families actually (without any discrimination or any other preference).

- Students must attend school seriously, steadily, every year to a class, will continue to be beneficiaries of the project until successful.

- One child per family can receive the benefit.

- After each semester exam, students must submit grade report to the person in charge to report to the board at the central program.

- The student left school without good reason, the local person in charge must immediately notify the Central Office to stop subsidies. If there is good reason (eg, missed school due to illness for a while ...), then the program will consider each particular case....

- When the economic situation of families of these students was improved, for the love and solidarity between people, families of these students should voluntarily give back part of their sponsorship to the program for another student who has financial difficulty.

- Subsidized student per academic year is 12 months. The three summer months will be received once in the first month of school year.

- If a student has been help by a different organization, he cannot get help from this program again.

 

2.3. Who are the poorest children? These suggestive factors are non-absolute, but they help somewhat to be able to pick out the poorest children in the area:

* Occupation and monthly income, or seasonal income of the parents?

* Land ownership? Self-farming families or rent?

* There is no other income for the family income?

* How many children are there in a family? The eldest aged?  The youngest child aged?

* The circumstances of the particular students: are both parents still alive, the health of their parents, lose one father, mother or both parents divorce, the parents leave ... now who raised the child?

* The conditions of residence of the family, housing, facilities, 

* Assessment neighbors like? ...

 

2.4. Procedures to apply for the support:

2.4.1. Parents who wish to apply for a child, first contact the person in charge locally, talk to person in charge about applying for support for a child. If the conditions are met that this case students need help, the person in charge and parents of students that do the following:

2.4.2. File an application for benefits are:

* Fill out the form all the details for proposed student.

* Paste 01 photo card, size 3x4 cm on the enclosed card and post a picture of students taking the upright position, the whole body(10x15), (write the name of this child in the back of photos).

* Write clearly the student's address and the address of the person in charge.

Provide one record of student attending school (or contacts of the past year, or written certification of the school from which the students are studying, have official stamp and signature of principal).

* Send completed form to the local director of the diocesan Caritas, so it can be sent to the central executive.

2.4.3. Considering and answering:

* The executive Board will consider each case and answer the person in charge locally.

* For the first program opened at a local level, the central board, after considering the results will be reported in writing to Caritas diocesan official.

* When the necessary procedures have been completed, the project office at the central level will transfer immediately money to the local diocesan Caritas.

2.4.4 Time frame for receiving application:

* Before the 15 of August.  

3. Organization of program management.
3.1. Administrative
3.1.1. Central Office (the organizers):

* Director of Caritas Vietnam, as well as project owners, appoints a chief operating general program for the project. The Chairman is responsible directly to the Director of Caritas Central Office of the program management.

* A clerk with cashier and the accountant was appointed by the director. Secretary of filing documents, keep the access, expenditure of the program, shares responsibility with the Chairman, transfer money to local programs in accordance with the program, procedures and accounting principles; give financial statements at year end.

* Depending on the demands of work, number of employees in the administration of the project can be enhanced.
 
3.1.2. At the Local Area

* Director of Caritas diocesan distributes programs in the diocese for priests for the ministry responsible for poor places, usually the parish priest; pastor introduced (in writing) a person in charge of the program locally. Introduction letters will be sent to the diocesan Caritas and executives at the central project. The referral will be contacted directly with diocesan Caritas director or with the parish priest for guidance and then send the lists of students who require assistance under the provisions and procedures of the program director of the Caritas  diocesan and central offices.

 

* The person responsible locally can be a religious, male or female, can be a teacher or someone else who love children and have some cultural knowledge and behavior, most truthful, to be able to monitor the study as well as the conduct of the children and grants them money at the right specified time.

* Responsibilities and support of local people in charge:
- Contact the diocesan Caritas director or by the intermediary of the parish priest to receive the stipend for the students. Each year the payment will have two phases: phase one pre-school, the first two semesters after implementation. Except for the first time allowances, other times the amount of the transfer program is only for the person in charge after the Central Office has received reports on learning and behavior of the children sent by the person in charge after each semester exam.

- Each month they meet at least one times -- to monitor the learning process, health, family situation and to find the appropriate measures to help them, and also give money every month for each child.

- For every payment, each student, or parent or guardian will sign-in the name list that they receive money (form attached). Persons in charge of the local programs will submit this list to Central Office every three months. Remember to make a spare record to be turned in. 

- The person in charge shall send reports on their learning progress and behavior of the children for the Central Office two times a year. The first one at the end of January; the second one is to be turned in at the end of June.  Both times must be accompanied by copies of the contacts that they sponsored, which recorded the complete grades of the subjects studied, especially semester report.  The contacts book must have official seal and signed by the principal. (The person in charge must pay attention to this, because there are some schools, principals are not interested in its official seal and its signature in the student's contact book. Encountering such cases, the parent or person in charge of students go to the school principal and request for the official seal and signature). A copy of the student contacts is required.

- The person in charge should normally contact the parish priest and presented his progress on the program, resulting in learning and behavior of the children.

- The person in charge is supported an amount equivalent or a little higher to a child’s benefit which is to support costs for these services, contact information, etc...
 

3.2. Management of funds:
* The amount of support for a child of the 1st level per month is 100,000 VND. From the 2nd level upwards, a supplement of 25.000 vnd will be added every year when the student comes up to a new class.  
* The executive board will transfer money to the diocesan Caritas director two times / year:

- The first cycle in early August annually (including six months of the school year, from July to December of each year). The person in charge of the funds will give out money of the scholarship three consecutive months immediately in August (July, August and September) to cover the cost of the school year. The months to come, the scholarship will be distributed monthly.
- The second time is in January including 6 months from January to June of the following year. Except the first scholarship distribution, money was given three consecutive months to September at the beginning of the school year, other times just given one time per month. Persons in charge contacts the diocesan Caritas’s director or intermediary of the parish priest to get money and distribute them at the designated time, without delay.

* The amount of annual contributions of benefactors, as well as the child allowance will be published in the board report at the end of the school year (in July every year) on the Caritas Viet Nam website: www. caritasvietnam.org

 

4. Sources of support:
- The program "The Path to Light" is a long-term operation completely relying on of the participation of the community. Program intention is supported the poor students for a long time, even until the child become successful, so the help comes from benefactors and organizations also need to have endurance. However, the financial contribution for the social charity like this is always based on a voluntary basis and depending on the ability of the sponsor. The project’s organizer team would like to appreciate all contributions made by benefactors and charity organizations that are willing to contribute to improving the living-standard of people and thereby build a society of justice and peace.
* All donations should be sent to:

Charity Social Committee - Caritas Vietnam

Address: 319, National road 13
Ward Hiep Binh Phuoc, Thu Duc District

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Tel: (84.8) 3 727 1904
Emailcaritasvietnamccsa@gmail.com - Website: www.caritasvietnam.org
Account: USD: 033.1.00.379133.5 - USD: 033.1.37.379370.5 - EURO: 033.1.14.380725.6

 Vietcombank Bank - Branch Ben Thanh, 69 Bui Thi Xuan Street, District 1, HCMC. City

(Note: please specify the contribution for the project: The Path to light)
Part III. Related benefactors, individuals or agencies funded
1. The forefathers used to say: "Doing charity demands no return"; in the Christian Bible, Jesus said: "But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right is doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your Father who sees in secret will repay you.”(Mt 6.3 to 4). Also the word of the wise, we also so often hear: "the coin attached to the belly." Thus instead of spending a considerable amount of money for enjoying themselves, a benefactor or an organization chose to help a poor child that they did not know, this generosity deserves deep admiration. Truthfully amazing! It is an act worthy of respect and honor of those benefactors in our society.

2. "To receive gift, never to forget". To show appreciation, the executive board of the project and supported students and their families, the project operator "The Path to Life" will perform the following tasks:

- The name and amount of support from individual benefactors or a group (if no other inquiry) will be publicly posted on the website of Caritas Vietnam: www.caritasvietnam.org.

- Upon receipt of your kind donations from an individual or an organization, the Office of Caritas Vietnam will send thanks note and certification documents.

- Project Committee of "The Path to Light" will send greeting cards on the occasion of Christmas and New Year.

- On the Thursday of every month, Caritas Viet Nam together with his members in the office will pray in a special Mass intention for all benefactors regardless of religion.

- An annual report on the Path to Light will be sent to the benefactor on the website of Caritas Vietnam.
 

CONCLUSION
The “Path to light” project was carried out since July of 2010 and was allowed to continue by the Bishop President of CCSA-Caritas Viet Nam and the Executive Board of Caritas Viet Nam since the school year 2011-2012 on. After 2 years of operating, 9 of 400 children dropped out of school (2,25%). This success is really encouraging!

 

For the love of children and especially those less fortunate children, born into families who were difficult financially even while they are in their childhood, - Caritas Vietnam takes on this bold and daring Project "The Path to Light" as presented. We ask God to bless this beautiful dream. We sincerely call for your compassion from the entire community. Let’s support each lovable poor child to have a chance to be educated. Who knows one of the children we help will be the leading characters helping other children in the future.
(This project has been planned and carried out since July 2010 and revised since this school year 2012-2013). 
� Ministry of Planning and Investment, General Department of Statistics - General census of the population of 2009 . 


2. Hoang Thuy, Source: http://vnexpress.net 30/5/2012
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